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What is claimed is: 

1. A card connection adaptor for connecting, to a connector 
of a card slot compliant with a predetermined first standard, a 
card compliant with a second standard which is different from 
the first standard, the card connection adaptor comprising: 

a first connector compliant with the first standard and 
adapted to be electrically connected to the connector of the 
card slot; 

a second connector compliant with the second standard; 

signal conversion circuitry connected to the first 
connector and the second connector for performing signal 
conversion between a first-standard-compliant signal and a 
second-standard-compliant signal; and 

a housing which holds the first connector, the second 
connector and the signal conversion circuitry, the housing 
having a card insertion port which opens generally 
perpendicularly to an adaptor insertion direction in which the 
card connection adaptor is inserted into the card slot, and a 
card retaining space for retaining therein the 

second-standard-compliant card inserted from the card insertion 
port . 

2. A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein 

the first standard is a standard which stipulates that an 
input/output- control circuit be provided in, a card to be fitted 
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into the card slot. 

3. A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 2, 
wherein 

the signal conversion circuitry includes the input/output 
control circuit for controlling input and output of the 
second-standard-compliant card, 

4. A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 2, 
wherein 

the second standard is a standard which stipulates that an 
input/output control circuit be provided in the 
second-standard-compliant card . 

5. A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein 

the card connection adaptor has a card shape conformal to 
the first-standard-compliant card slot. 

6- A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein 

the card retaining space is closed on its rear side as seen 
in the adaptor insertion direction so that the 

second-standard-compliant card cannot be inserted or withdrawn 
from the rear side of the card retaining space. 

7. A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein 

the first connector is adapted to be contact-connected to 
the connector of the card slot. 
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8. A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein 

the card connection adaptor is adapted to be powered 
through the connector of the card slot and the first connector. 

9. A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein 

the second connector is capable of powering there through 
the second-standard-compliant card fitted in the card 
connection adaptor . 

10. A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein the card slot is a PC-standard memory card slot. 

11. A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein 

the card retaining space is configured so as not to allow 
the second-standard-compliant card to project outwardly of the 
card retaining space when the card is retained in the card 
retaining space . 

12. A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 1, 
further comprising. 

a wiring board provided within the housing, on which the 
first connector, the second connector and the signal conversion 
circuitry are mounted. 

13. A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein 

the signal conversion circuitry includes a pin 
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configuration conversion circuit for converting a pin 
configuration between a first-standard-compliant card and a 
second-standard-compliant card. 

14. A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein 

the signal conversion circuitry includes a signal 
processing circuit for converting signal format between the 
first-standard-compliant signal and the 

second-standard-compliant signal to ensure inter-standard 
compatibility. 

15. A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein 

the second-standard-compliant card is a memory card which 
incorporates therein a memory .IC and has a data storage 
function . 

16. A card connection adaplior for connecting, to a card 
slot compliant with a predetermined first standard, a card 
compliant with a second ^a^dard which is different from the 

card yponnection adaptor comprising: 
fctor c^zJr^iiliant with the first standard; 
ecto/ cofr^iant wLti^^he second standard; 
chynolds the first connector and the second 
hoVsing Ifiaving a card insertion port which opens 
generally perpendicularly to an adaptor insertion direction in 
which the card/connection adaptor is inserted into the card 



first standard, t 
a first conn 
a second con. 
a housing whl 

connector, the 
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slot, and a card retaining space for retaining therein the 
second-standard-co^pliant card inserted from the card insertion 
port; and 

an indication mfechanism for providing an indication of 
whether or not the aecond-standard-compliant card is retained 
in the housing on a rear face of the adaptor as seen in the 
adaptor insertion direction. 

17. A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 16, 
wherein 

the indicat4-<JfrTtie<iiarvism includes a switch member which is 
operative when/ the secpiiHc-s^andard-compl^/ant card is fitted in 
the card retaininq spaq:^, amj\an indic^ion lamp provided on 
the rear face \of the a4apK^Tg< as^^>^§^ jeTr in the adaptor insertion 
direction and ^dapted tb be\energized or de-energized by the 
switch member. 

18. A card co\nection adaptor as set forth in claim 17, 
further comprising 

a power supplying m^^s^iaui^m through which the indication 
lamp is powered from the dard slot. 

19. A card connection Adaptor as set forth in claim 16, 
wherein 

the indication mechanisiii includes a displacement member 
which is displaceable in response to insertion and withdrawal 
of the card with respect to tihe card retaining space, and a 
visual mechanism for allowing\ visual observation of the 
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displacement of the displacement member from the outside of the 
housing on the rear fac/e of the adaptor as seen in the adaptor 
insertion direction, 

20. A card connect/ion adaptor as set forth in claim 19, 
wherein 

the displacement /member includes a spring member which is 
deformable in abutmeht against the card inserted into the card 
retaining space, 

21. A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 20, 
wherein 

the visual mech^nisV includes a window formed in the rear 

Van indicator member which is 



face of the he 



wherein 

the displacemen 




the deformation of the spring 




displaceable 
member inside 
the window . 

22. A card 
wherein 

the indicator m- 
face of the housing 

23. A card connection adaptor as set forth in claim 19, 



into or out of sight from 
daptor as set forth in claim 21, 
colored differently from the rear 



:ion( i 



t member is displaceable in the card 



insertion directiom in abutment against a front face of the 



card as the card is 
24. A card conne 



inserted into the card retaining space, 
ction adaptor as set forth in claim 19, 
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wherein 

the displacement member is displaceable generally 
perpendicularly to the card insertion direction in abutment 
against either of upper and lower faces of the card as the card 
is inserted into the card retaining space. 

25. A ^ard connection adaptor as set forth in claim 19, 
wherein 

the disp^acementNitiember includes an engagement member which 
is engageable \?^-:th:--a^ engagement portion formed in a side face 
of the card, 

26. A cafrd connection adaptor asyfeet forth in claim 16, 
wherein 

the xndi 
for allowing^ 
card retaining 
rear face of th> 
direction . 

27. A card connection \adaptor as set forth in claim 26, 
wherein 

the card visual mechanist includes a window extending 
through the rear face of the r^ousing to the card retaining 
space . 

28. A card connection adapto\: as set forth in claim 27, 
wherein 

at least periphery of the window in the rear face of the 



^nism includes a card visual mechanism 
rvation of- the card retained in the 
the outside of the housing on the 
as seen in the adaptor insertion 



housing is imparted with a color whi^ is distinguishable from 
a color of the card. 

29. A card connection adapto^ as set forth in claim 16, 
wherein 

g spaip^/ of the housing is closed on its 
the ^^ptor insertion direction, 

)r as set forth in claim 16, 



the card retaini 
rear side as seen in 

30. A card connec 
wherein 

the indication 



fechaXism j.s visually perceivable from an 
opening of the caj^d slot when the card connection adaptor is 
fitted in the card slot. 



